SF Baseball Family,

With the season starting in two months from today, I wanted to update you on a few items and important dates:

1.) Attached is an updated 2011 schedule for all levels.  We are still up in the air about a JV and a 9B team as that depends on our numbers and our opponent numbers.  Again, you can always go to our (HRC) website: http://www.fightingsaintsbaseball.org/  OR the North Suburban Conference website for updates: http://nsconference.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=15&school_id=3
 
2.)  Players' meeting: A reminder that our next players’ meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 1st at 7:00am OR 2:30pm in the Technical Presentation Room for all 9th-12th grade boys interested in playing baseball this upcoming Spring.  This is an important meeting for the boys to attend as we try to figure out what our numbers will be.  This will dictate equipment and uniform numbers, schedule, and try-outs, etc…  
We also need to make sure we have updated e-mails for all players/families.  Most of our communication throughout the preseason and during the season will occur via e-mail.

3.) Baseball Round-up: Both parents and players need to attend this meeting beginning at 6:00pm in the Performing Arts Center (PAC).  On Monday, February 28th: Our AD, Glenn Klaphake will talk to us about eligibility items and from there we will break up around 7:00 to discuss more baseball related items.  Including our baseball manual, fundraising and costs, as well as clothing orders.  We will plan to be done by 8:30.  Again, please be sure to mark this on your calendars and attend this meeting.  
 
4.) Fundraisers and budget:  This year, like every year we will need to do some fundraising.  I realize that fundraising is not always fun and time consuming but it is something we have to do to run our program.  Right now, our school district provides 3 coaches for our 60+ athletes and our 3+ levels and no dollars for any equipment or uniforms.  Attached are 2 forms for your viewing.  One form is the fundraisers (and incentives) we have planned for this upcoming season and where we will use that money.  The other form is our 2010 budget and what things cost and how we attempt to cover all the costs.  For example, one might be surprised that one dozen baseballs cost over $60.  That is roughly $30 on one game just with baseballs.  Times that by all our school, summer, and fall ball that is over $2000 on baseballs alone we spend each year.
 
5.) Clothing order:  Once again we will do our clothing via www.rambow.com.  By doing this, all products, prices, and sizing are very easy to see and order.  The site is very user-friendly and their customer service is great.  On top of this, you will have the choice to have the items you order shipped to you directly and pay shipping and handling or have it delivered to the school for your son to pick up and not be charged any shipping.  Our own website will be up and running starting the night of our round-up on February 28th and will run to March 25th.  This order then will be to us come mid-April.  Items needed for play: socks, undershirts, belts, hats, and uniform we will have by April 1st for pictures and games.


6.) Feed my Starving Children: Our baseball players have once again joined up with the Softball program to make a difference in the fight against hunger on Saturday, March 19th from 7:00-9:00pm.  We need 60 people between our two programs.  Please register below by clicking the “here” link to join.  This event is very rewarding, a lot of fun, and also counts as a great service project (something needed to letter).  Thank you for considering this and for those who donated their time last year.
	    Group name: 
	St. Francis Softball/Baseball 

	    Group size: 
	60 

	        Names given: 
	1 

	        Names still needed: 
	59 

	    Site: 
	Coon Rapids, MN 

	    Date: 
	Sat, March 19, 2011 

	    Time: 
	7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 



To join the group, click here.
Map: http://www.fmsc.org/Page.aspx?pid=376

7.) Goalkick hitting and throwing: A reminder that we have this program going on still and is a great way to get a head start on the season.  http://www.goalkicksoccer.org/.  Again, tunnel rental rates will be:
$32.50/hour OR $16.25/30 minutes for tunnel rental , HRC will pay $12.50/hour OR $6.25/30 minutes.  Goalkick then charges you $20/hour or $10/30 minutes of usage.  Split that between a couple of players/families, pretty good deal.

8.) Morning Throwing:  Our team leaders have done a great job setting up a morning throwing program on Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 6:45-7:15.  We have now been told we need an adult supervisor in there while they throw.  If you can take 30 minutes out of your morning to do this once or twice a week, the kids would really appreciate it.  The team leaders take care of handing out and collecting baseballs, so we just need someone willing to sit in there while the kids throw, or fire up your own arm and throw.  Please e-mail Coach Julson if you are willing to do this.  The coaches cannot due to MSHSL rules.  We have January covered but still need help in February.  Thank you!

9.) Camps & Try-outs:  
· Youth camps are February 12th, 19th, and the 26th.  Seniors are expected to work the 12th, Juniors will work the 19th, and Sophomores will work the 26th.  Freshman are encouraged to attend the camp to prepare for try-outs.  If your certain date doesn’t work for you, you can attend a different date, just let Coach Julson know prior to that date.  The expectation is that you help with one day from 7:30am – noon. To sign-up for the camps, go to http://www.stfrancis.k12.mn.us/page.cfm?p=668 to sign-up or stop by the office located next to the Activities Office in the high school.
· WE WILL BE HAVING AN INITIAL 9TH GRADE TRY-OUT FROM 12:30-2:30 ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH.  9TH GRADE TRY-OUTS WILL BE A TWO-PART PROCESS.  WE WILL HAVE OUR FIRST TRY-OUT ON THE 26TH AND MAKE A FEW DECISIONS BASED ON NUMBERS AND THEN WE MIGHT HAVE TO MAKE SOME ADDITIONAL DECISIONS BASED ON NUMBERS ONCE THE SEASON STARTS AND WE MAKE OUR UPPERCLASSMEN CUTS.
· High school try-outs and practice start March 21st (season starts): All 9-12th grade will start on Monday, March 21st.  We will meet in the TPR room at 3:00 on the 21st.  We will be having late practice from 5:00-7:00pm this first week of practice.  We will also be doing a morning practice from 6:00-7:00am for 10-12 grade starting Tuesday, the 22nd.  Freshman may attend if they so desire and can make it.  We hope to finalize our roster by March 23rd for all levels.
10.) Equipment: A reminder that players must have red cleats.  It is also a good idea to start to break in your gloves now if you haven’t done so to prepare for the season.  If players are interested in ordering batting gloves, bats, gloves, cleats, etc.. they can see me as I am usually able to get team discount rates.  More information will be presented at the players’ meeting on the 1st of February.  A reminder if you would like to purchase your pants, you are able to do so for $50.  Please communicate that with Coach Julson.  You will pay this fee at the round-up.  Other costs at round-up:
            * Activity Fee $225 (9th grade)/$250 (10-12th grade) payable to the Activities Office
            * Uniform Fee $100 (new players), this fee includes all uniform needs (jersey, hat, undershirt, belt, socks) or $25 (returning players; hat and socks).  This fee will go to HRC.
* An option for you will on round-up night is to be able to purchase Twins Tickets.  This is more of a team-building experience than a fundraiser but we would like everyone to purchase a minimum of 2 tickets if you would like and are able to.  Tickets are $25 a piece and are for Friday, April 22nd.
* Another option for you on this night is to do an Opt-out donation.  This opts the player and the family out of any fundraising responsibilities.  Last year this donation was set at $200 and we had 20 families (out of 53) take advantage of this opportunity.  Since we did cut back on some of our fundraisers (Salt), we have lowered this donation to $175.  And again, this is a tax write off as we are a 501©3, non-profit organization.
* The final option for you would be your own pants for $50.  This check is also written out to HRC and can be taken care of on round-up night.
Other notes and dates:  key dates to put on your calendar
· 2/1/11: Players' meeting either @ 7:00am or 2:30pm in the TPR room
· 2/1/11 HRC meeting @ 6:00pm, with a Golf Tournament meeting following @ 7:00pm
· Camp dates again, February 12th, 19th, and the 26th.
· 2/28/11: Round-up Night (Player AND Parent meeting)
· 3/1/11: HRC meeting @ 6:00pm
· Spring Break Practice: A reminder that we will not be doing any baseball over spring break this year as it falls prior to the season starting, March 4th-13th.
· 3/14/11: Checkpoint #1 for Ticket Fundraiser.
· 3/19/11: Community Project, Feed the Starving Children from 7:00-9:00
· Late practice during week of March 21st, morning practice starting the 22nd for 10-12th grade.
· 3/21/11: BASEBALL SEASON STARTS, Checkpoint #2 for Ticket Fundraiser.3
· 3/23/11: Blitz Night for Ticket Fundraiser
· 3/26/11: Youth Try-outs (8:00am-4:00pm) 
· 4/1/11: Team Pictures and scrimmage, TBD
· 4/5/11: Andover scrimmage, HRC meeting @ 6:00pm
· 4/7/11: First game, home with St. Louis Park
· 4/16/11: Weekend Scrimmage @ Minnetonka
· 4/22/11: Twins Game (Fundraiser)
· 4/29-4/30/11 Princeton Tournament
· 5/3/11: HRC Meeting @ 6:00pm
· 5/7/11: Double-header home with Duluth Denfeld
· 5/21/11: Golf Tournament (Fundraiser), all players will be expected to help out at this tournament.  Look for more information on forming your own foursome.
· 5/31/11: Baseball Banquet @ 6:00pm
· Make good choices and pass all your classes.  Every year we lose baseball players to poor grades or chemical violations, don’t put yourself, your family, and our team in that situation.  
Remind students/teams of the following:  (A note from Mr. Klaphake)

 

·  Activities are a privilege, not a right – thus higher standards of conduct are expected of them.

· The MSHSL bylaws are the minimum required consequences of consumption and/or possession.

· A sip of alcohol is a violation

· Holding a can of beer is a violation

· Drinking is against the law – under 21

· Going to a party in which alcohol or other drugs are present – increases the risk-level for activities participants.  Once seen, students should leave immediately if they value eligibility.  Staying at a party longer than 10 minutes in which alcohol is knowingly present – is a bad decision, and consequently meets tougher questions.  This could easily take the good standing (206.00) route, in which we apply ineligibility consequences for lack of reasonable response.  

· Anyone that harbors a party or gathering in which chemicals are present will receive a good-standing violation, this includes houses, cars etc...  

· Students need to be eligible to be ineligible – MSHSL

· Bylaws 205.00 and 206.00 apply 365 days a year, in the community, during the summer – all the time.  Contract.

· Coaches can be more restrictive with these violations.

